GETTING YOUR FEET WET IN DO WE RAVE WETLANDS IN INDIANA?
INDIANNS TSR

To learn more about ' N g_n’ A M D $ -~ Some people think that wetlands are only found in places like the Florida Everglades, and
the wonders of wetlands, not in Indiana. But like most midwestern states, Indiana is covered with wetlands! In
visit these sifes on the Internet: | fact, wetlands are found in every Indiana county. Most are very small, but they are scat-

Tered all over the state.
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www.state.in.us/idem/owm/planbr/401/40Thome.html
(Or call 1-800-451-6027)

Wetlands come in many different sizes and types, so it is difficult fo explain in a simple
manner what is and what is not a wetland. But in general...
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency wetlands site:

S Py A wetland is an area that is wet (for at least part of the year) and where water-loving -
www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands > e SE LY plants grow. Wetlands are often in-between places; they lie between deep water (such as lakes

(Or call the Wetlands Hotline at 1-800-832-7828) and streams) and dry land.
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settlers arrived in Indiana, almost one

fourth of the state was covered with wetlands.

P r s - ' —— Since then, about 85 of every 100 acres of these
I m - 4 i~ - : original wetlands have been lost, leaving less than
- = R 4% of the state in wetlands.
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Like giant sponges, wetlands can soak up huge amounts of rainwater. This helps to reduce or
prevent flooding. They also slow down the flow of water across the land, which reduces soil erosion
and damage to streambanks, roadways, and buildings. And in dry seasons, wetlands slowly release

the water they stored up when it was raining.

PROVIDING PLACLES To LINE FOR BEAVERS,
OB DUCKLS, AND FROGS

Wetlands provide a place to live for many kinds of animals and plants. Nationwide, about
S Woodduck 900 different kinds of wildlife need wetlands at some time in their lives, and nearly half
of all endangered wildlife depend on wetlands for survival. Beavers and muskrats are examples of

Indiana wildlife that are totally dependent on wetlands.

PROVIDING PLALES TO ENJOY NATURE

Wetlands are fun places to visit! They are excellent for bird watching, canoeing, fishing,
sightseeing, hunting, photography, and nature study. Many schools use wetlands as outdoor
classrooms, where kids and teachers can wade into learning!
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STUMP YoUR FAMILY
AND FRIENDS!

Have some fun! See if your family
and friends can answer these questions
about wetlands:

How many different kinds of plants live in wetlands

in the U.S.?

a.500 b.3,000 c.7,000

Answer: (c) Wetlands are some of the most rich and
bountiful areas in the world! In Indiana, common wetland
plants include cattails, bulrushes, sedges, and water lilies.

Wetland soils are made mostly of:

a. gravel b. decomposed plants  c. mud

Answer: (b) The great abundance of plants that grow and
die in wetlands every year sink o the bottom, where they
decompose slowly into rich, dark wetland soils.

8 Wetland soils smell most like:

a. rotten eggs b. moldy bread c. skunks

Answer: (a) Beneath the water, decaying vegetation
produces sulfur and methane gases, the same smells that
come from rotting eggs. Luckily, you don't really notice
these smells unless the soil beneath the water is disturbed.

What Indiana tree grows in wetlands and is a relative of
the ancient redwoods and sequoias in California?

a.red oak b. red pine c. baldcypress

Answer: (c) Baldcypress trees grow mostly in the southern
United States, but there are a few swamps in the southern
tip of Indiana where baldcypress trees still flourish.

This wetland plant captures, drowns, and dissolves insects
in its specialized leaves:

a. spiderwort  b. pitcher plant  c. Neptune flyswatter
Answer: (b) This unique "meat-eating” plant uses nutrients
from the bodies of insects as natural fertilizer o help it
grow in certain harsh wetland environments.

Which two fruits grow naturally in northern Indiana bogs?
a. apples and bananas  b. persimmons and paw paws

c. cranberries and blueberries

Answer: (c) People used to harvest and sell wild cranber-
ries and blueberries in Indiana, but foday most of the bogs
where they grow have been drained for other uses, so
these plants are rare.




